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Re: lllinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) Emergency Rules on Face Coverings

“The Illinois Health and Hospital Association (IHA) and the hospital community strongly support
the Governor and IDPH in taking this decisive action — based on public health and science —to
protect lllinoisans against a rapidly spreading, deadly pandemic. Numerous studies
demonstrate that face coverings are highly effective in slowing the spread of the coronavirus,
which is critically important now as communities across the state are seeing troubling increases
in new COVID-19 cases. We respectfully urge the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules to
allow the emergency rules on face coverings to move forward to help ensure the health and
safety of students and teachers, employees and customers, healthcare professionals who are
on the frontlines providing lifesaving care, and our loved ones and neighbors.”
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About IHA

The lllinois Health and Hospital Association, with offices in Chicago, Naperville, Springfield and
Washington, D.C., advocates for lllinois” more than 200 hospitals and nearly 40 health systems
as they serve their patients and communities. IHA members provide a broad range of services,
not just within their walls, but across the continuum of healthcare and in their communities.
Reflecting the diversity of the state, IHA members consist of nonprofit, investor-owned and
public hospitals in the following categories: community, safety net, rural, critical access,
specialty and teaching hospitals, including academic medical centers. For more information, see
www.team-iha.org. Like IHA on Facebook. Follow IHA on Twitter.
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